How to get your Federal Stafford Loans to study outside the United States
Below is an outline of how to access US Federal and private loan programs outside the United States. The aid process is similar to applying for aid at a US based institution; however, there are some key differences that do make applying for aid outside the US different.

Non-US schools are not currently allowed to receive the FAFSA application electronically, to access aid other than Federal Stafford, GRAD PLUS and Parent PLUS loans, or to use the Master Promissory Note (MPN) for more than one year at a time.

By being proactive however, and following the steps outlined below, you should still be able to access your aid in a timely manner.

What will I be eligible for?

Graduate students in a one-year (or more) program
Typically a graduate student will be eligible to borrow $20,500 in Federal Stafford loans. Depending on your eligibility up to $8,500 may be Subsidized Stafford.
Additional amounts may be borrowed each year above this amount through private, credit-based loans or through the GRAD PLUS program. The maximum amount you may borrow is established by the university based on the Cost of Attendance (COA).





Yearly Amounts

Graduate students

$20,500
Undergraduate students receiving their degree outside the United States
Your Stafford loan eligibility will vary based on the information from your FAFSA and your grade level. See chart below.

Additional amounts may be borrowed each year above the Stafford amounts through the Parent PLUS Loan Program. The maximum amount you may borrow is established by the university based on the Cost of Attendance (COA).
There may also be private, credit-based loans available to you; however, your total aid can never exceed the COA.

If you are studying abroad through an exchange program, you will process your aid through your home university in the United States
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Year 1 



$3,500 

$7,500
Year 2 



$4,500

$9,000
Years 3-5 


$5,500 

$10,500

Accessing the Loans in Four Basic Steps
STEP 1:  Completing the FAFSA.

Complete the FAFSA on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov and list the school codes for the institution that you wish to have access to your information. The school code for Universiteit Utrecht is G022095. Institutions located outside the United States will not receive this information electronically.

How does the university receive the information?

In order for the university to process your aid, you need to obtain and submit the Eight-Page SAR which is available after you complete the FAFSA. The normal SAR receipt you are mailed by the Department of Education is not enough.

Two different ways to get the Eight-Page SAR
1. When you submit your FAFSA online do not list your e-mail address and the Eight-Page SAR should be mailed to you.

2. If you submitted your FAFSA already you may call +1-800-4FEDAID and request the Eight-Page SAR.
STEP 2:  Obtaining a lender
It is up to the borrower to decide which lender they would like to use. However, Universiteit Utrecht recommends two lenders, as they specialize in students studying outside the United States and provide Stafford, Parent PLUS, GRAD PLUS, and private credit based loans.
Both have a representative in Europe, and have toll-free numbers to call their US representatives. If you wish to choose a lender not recommended by the university, please contact us as soon as possible, as your aid may be delayed.
Your lender can provide you with a Master Promissary Note, which you must complete and send to the university along with the SAR. Remember that the promissory note (MPN) is a legal document requiring you to repay the loan. Read it carefully before signing.
Recommended lenders:
IEFC:  International Education Finance Corporation (IEFC). Apply on-line at www.iefc.com.
Sallie Mae International: Forms / on-line application at www.salliemae.com/international.
STEP 3:  Send your information to the University

1. The Eight-Page SAR 
2. Any Master Promissory Notes (MPN) or private Loan applications. You should print and sign a copy for the university.
3. Any other requested documents from the university.

Student Services, International Office
For express mail or courier, use:
P.O. Box 80125



Heidelberglaan 8

3508 TC Utrecht, the Netherlands

3584 CR Utrecht, the Netherlands
STEP 4: Complete Loan Entrance Counseling on-line
Go to www.mapping-your-future.org to learn the ins and outs of your Stafford loans.
